What will | need to bring with me?

Only the clothes on your back, really. We find that most women ask to do a
supermarket visit on the day they arrive. We also find the local op shops are star
attractions within the first period. RAW is a charity that often receives donations of
quality goods, including clothing, so you might even find some in the cupboard.

Do | get my own room?

We have five enormous suites, three have separate bathrooms, and the two
rooms upstairs share a large twin sink bathroom with separate cupboards for
each guest. All five suites have walk-in wardrobes, queen or king-size beds. Linen
and towels are provided.

Am | allowed to use the
phone/internet?

Alandline and communal PC are available for use (unless Parole conditions state
otherwise). Your pro-social whanau connections are highly valued at RAW. For
the peace and safety of other residents, rules may apply regarding giving the
phone number out. No restrictions are placed on you calling important people
in your life.

Can | get my licence and open a bank
account?

Yes.And if you need it, RAW can support you with the process. Some people have
sticky situations for which RAW always finds a solution. You don't need to worry
about these; it all works out.

How many women are there?

We can accommodate six women at a time.

What is expected of me?

Contribution, participation, and commitment.

Can we see our kids and whanau?

Yes. This is just a conversation with Becs.

From one of our wahine: When we are getting released, reconnecting is often “on
top” for us, right? We sit down with Becs to discuss our individual needs, and she
helps us make that happen. Often, women catch a bus for home visits far away.
RAW offers local drop-off/pick-up transportation. Sometimes family members can
travel, and there are opportunities to spend the day with them.

As long as you're safe, anything is possible.

How much does it cost per week?

$240 - includes accommodation, power, food, internet, and pastoral support.

Is RAW How long can |
Bi-cultural? stay at RAW?

Yes, we cater for all cultures. As long as you need.

What does a day at
RAW look like?

From one of our wahine: "You can cook and bake your heart out. There are garden
beds to start growing the veggies you love. We have plant projects on the go all
the time. Think of something cool and make a start with it. You can relax in front of
the fire and watch TV or read a book from the extensive shelves full of well-known
authors. You can pound out a workout in the well-equipped gym with mirrored
walls to check out your form. You can even flip a truck tyre if that's your thing. RAW
has really good bicycles with gears that the women use to make trips into town,
to get fit or to explore the area. There are many bush walks and mountain ranges
nearby if you like the outdoors. There are heaps of knitting, quilting, painting, and
craft supplies available to use any time you like. We also have a number of strong
relationships with Waikato University, WINTEC, key employers and several other
enabling opportunities to advance your education or work goals in a field that you
have a passion for."
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RAW is an out-of-gate provider for incarcerated
women looking for a rehabilitative and
integrated pathway to advance a positive and
sustainable life change.

We are not a kaupapa Maori service; however, we
respect and will facilitate cultural connections.

T feel grateful for the honesty and
ongoing support and because RAW neve-
gave up on me, T wont edher Because
RAW cared aboud Hhe fudure of my
fﬁmio.lq, T now dwest time too.”
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Why we are different

One-of-a-kind, personalised, and safe integration pathway

Wrap-around support service. We facilitate connections with: MSD, Oranga
Tamariki, Social Services, Probation, Therapy/ Hauora needs. We also help
you obtain licencing and bank accounts

Therapeutic space designed specifically for incarcerated women needing
integration support

Daily structure

Whanau restoration

We create opportunities for sustainable living

Country living, peace, and tranquility

Waikato-based

Sustained support across a lifetime

How do you connect with RAW
from the inside?

Ask your Case Manager
Email rebecca@raw.org.nz
Write to Rebecca Skilton,
RAW. at PO Box 65.
Morrinsville. 3300

Via the education team
Word of mouth (Sister or
an Auntie)

Why would you come to RAW?

RAW has been established to advance women who have struggled to
succeed in previous reintegration models.

RAW offers a diversity of opportunities and support through the programme
content we deliver.

We aim to provide lifelong, staged support to enable true change for
wahine and their tamariki who have experienced extreme intergenerational
disadvantage and have normalised criminal behaviours.

Restoring Hope,
Mana and
Independence
w,,,,,nvt.m'lll

OUR GOALS

for all wahine choosing to come to RAW

e Tolead a legal life - choosing RAW reflects a commitment to disconnect

from old associates and create new connections, pathways of thought, and
behaviours.

e Whanau restoration - RAW recognises that whanau are essential to

healing, and you will be encouraged to connect at the right pace for you:
“everything is just a korero". The uplifting of a mother's mana is our priority.

e Education - RAW believes education (both lifestyle and academic) enables

change and growth. Initially, the focus is on self-wellness, whenua, building
resilience, confidence, and self-determination. For those that choose tertiary
pathways, scholarships are available.

e Employment - this begins with RAW's small enterprise. Currently, we

prepare plants and produce for sale at local weekend farmers' markets. We
also explore and retail various hot food options (sausages and burgers).

e Impact on community - we are active in our local community,

encouraging every woman's inclusion. RAW supports wahine to form
relationships with local iwi and a diversity of RAW supporters who provide
opportunities that may help uncover interests and purpose.

e Alife worth living - RAW utilises every opportunity to plan and create

hope and purpose for a sustainable legal future.

RAW's Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQS)
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What is the most important thing |
need to know ahout RAW?

Conversations reduce stress and uncertainty and fill knowledge gaps. Every
individual has different needs, and these are of equal importance to us. You have
nothing to lose by just asking.

What are the best things
about RAW?

e They make all the hard stuff easily achievable

e Theyare there to listen 24/7

e They have never turned their back on ANYONE

e They care unconditionally; they've already seen it all, so you can just be
honest, relax and be you

e They genuinely want what is best for us

e They have the experience of having helped more than 80 women of
diverse cultures, complex family dynamics, and individual needs and
requirements already

What happens there?

You get yourself strong so you can be your best version of yourself for your loved
ones. The Sanctuary is a massive house in a rural setting where you have the
space and support to breathe after the challenging experiences you've just been
through in prison.

Safe reintegration back into society comes with a whole heap of adjusting,
responsibilities, pressures, decisions, and heavy expectations, which can spin
us out if we don't have people around us that understand what we are up
against. RAW is fully equipped with all the knowledge and resources you need to
navigate a positive journey so you don't have to go through it again.



